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Nsibidi alphabet - South Nigeria

Bambara Alphabet 
Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Gambia, 

Guinea, Mali, Mauritania and Senegal.

Ndélélé alphabet 
Southern Africa.





When the missionaries came to Africa they had 
the Bible and we had the land. They said 'Let 

us pray.' We closed our eyes. When we opened 
them we had the Bible and they had the land.



More than 7,000 languages and dialects

98 percent of web 
pages on the 
internet are 

published in just 12 
languages, more 

than half in English



80% of Wikipedia 
articles

76% of the cyber 
population



New technology

Prejudice, oppression, 
exclusion

New technology

Prejudice, oppression, 
exclusion
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Skyscrapers Airplanes Cars

GraduationBicycles Gorillas





FUTURE



stupid 
computer!





GHOST PROJECTION



ELIZA effect

Hello! I am Eliza. What is your problem? 
I am stressed. 
Do you want to talk about being stressed? 
Yes. 
What does it suggest? 
I am bad at planning. 
I understand. Please go on. 
I say yes to too many things.

ELIZA: 
YOU: 
ELIZA: 
YOU: 
ELIZA: 
DU: 
ELIZA: 
DU:

IT REALLY 
UNDERSTANDS ME!

https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/the-eliza-effect/



stupid 
computer!



it’s the machine’s fault. 
it’s “hallucinating”

we have no responsibility, 
unless everything goes well…

Accountability projection
hmm… who is 
to blame?



I APOLOGISE



Improvements

SUMMARISE

PREDICT

WRITE

TRANSLATE

“SEE”

Agentive AI – chatbot guides on websites, personal assistants 

Analytic AI – risk, sentiment, predictive, recruitment evaluation 

Functional AI – IoT, lights, vacuums, alarm systems, self-driving cars 

Generative AI – general-purpose generation of text, video, audio 

Text AI – text recognition, speech-to-text, text-to-speech 

Visual AI – computer vision, augmented reality, face recognition

Agriculture ConstructionArchitecture Business

Education Finance HealthcareFood Law enforcement

Public sector Sports TransportationTrade



Improvements can make things worse…



I just SENT 5,000 
APPLICATIONS WITH 

ONE CLICK.

https://futurism.com/the-byte/unemployed-man-ai-apply-5000-jobs-gets-20-interviews



“Summarize report 
in 5 sentences.”

“write 10-page report 
on the risks of ai.”

AI



i’m here to 
help!give people an 

informed 
choice

https://axbom.com/digital-ethics-explained/

PRINCIPLISM – a model FOR applied ethics

autonomy beneficence non-maleficence justice



If we invest in a tool and something serious happens that 
makes people lose trust in that tool, the investment can 

quickly become a heavy loss. 


However, if we can show our ongoing work in making 
technology safe, compassionate and caring – even if 
there are mishaps – we can grow trust and involve more 

people in helping us achieve successful implementations.

The power of trustworthiness



all slides and reference links 
for this presentation are on 

thank you for 
your time.

feel free to add me on linkedin

learn.axbom.com/vf2023

https://axbom.com/tag/ai/


